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he holds the receipt of such presents dishonourable.
He never made the least secret of the presents he had
received ; he acquainted the Court of Directors with it,
and they, who are his masters, and were the only
persons who had a right to object to his receiving those
presents, approved of it. Wedderbiirn, the Solicitor-
General, was of opinion that the presents received by
Olive were " justifiable both from the extraordinary cir-
cumstances of the case and from the known customs and
usages of the country."
The Directors had been most anxious to put an end
to the inland trade carried on by their servants and
the gomashtas. It was opposed to the interests of the
Company, and the vast fortunes acquired in it were
obtained by " the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct
that was ever known," Positive orders were issued
that the trade was to cease, but no arrangements were
made for compensating the civil servants by granting
them fixed salaries on a liberal scale. "When the orders
reached Calcutta they were ignored, and Clive on his
arrival found that nothing had been done to check
the scandalous abuses. He at once proceeded to carry
out the orders of the Directors. The civil servants
were removed from the minor stations; all free mer-
chants, excepting those who carried special licenses,
were ordered down to Calcutta ; the system under
which the native agents traded free of duty was abol-
ished ; and the senior civil servants were compensated
for the loss of their trade by distributing amongst
them the profits of the salt monopoly. These measures
caused great discontent, and the discussions in Council
were heated ; but Clive was no Vansittart* Messrs,